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THE

PREFACE.

H E Philofophical Tranfactions, (Zegun tobe FPub-
lifhed by that indefatigably diligent Premoter of Lear-
ned Correfpondence, Myr. Oldenburgh, the firft who
attempted any thing of this Nature) havirg been [uf-

ficiently known to the Carions, and always acceptable to the Leay-
ned, when due care has been taken in the choice of the Collefti.
ons [o recommended to the inguifitive and intellizent Reader 5.4
long Preface muft appear wholly unueceffary.

However, it may not be amifs to inform the Learned and In-
genious, of fome Particulars of ‘the prefemt Putlifher's Defign :
Which is 5

Fitlk, To prefent the Pwblick with fuch [bort Tralls, as micht
otherwife be loft vo Pofferity, if printed-in fingle Shects or Psm-

hlets.

P Secondly, To give the Extraits, for the moft parr, of the
Material, omitting the Pfezzm.éla and Concluftons, and the ufelefs
paris of [uch Letters as Correfpondents fball pleafe to honour hins
with, relating to the Improvement of Natural Philofophy, Mu-
thematicks, or Mechanicks,

Thirdly, 7o give an exaéé account of [uch Experiments, as
having been made before the luffricus Roval SocieTy,
shey fhall pleafe to order or permit the Publication of.

Fowrthly,
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Foutthly, 7o give, as Opportunity offers, the Abflracls or
Accounts of [uch Books, relating to the Ends of the Royal So-
ciety’s Inftitution, as the Authors [hall pleafe to communicate
themfelvess which (hall be diffinguifhed from others: or of fuch
as are with difficulty to be procured in England, or extraordina
7y in their kind; upon which there fball fometimes be added fome
Remarks,

Z0 this Undirtaking the Pablifber invites and defires all real
Lovers of Knowledge to contribute their Affiffance, by communi-
cating their Obfervations, Difcoveries, or Inventions; which
fhall not only be faithfully and duly Publifbed, with due Acknow-
Ledgment 5 but fome Returns made them, by Informations of what
Jhall be thought acceptable to the Gentlemen, who [hall think fit to
entertain a Philofophical Correfpondence: Who are defived, in
any Tral¥ or Difcourfe they fhall [o communicate, to omit all Pera
fonal Reflectionss for if fuch [hould happen to be inferted, the
Publifber [hall take the liverty of leaving them ont; it being his
Opinion, ‘that Difputes on Philofophical Subjeéts, may be mana-
ged with the utmoft Candor, Refpec? and Friendlip by the Dif-
putants, whofe only Aim onght to be the Search of Truth.

The Gentlemen willing to encourage this Undertaking, are de-
Sired to direct their Letters, To be left at the Royal Society's
Houfe, in Crane-Court, iz Fleetltreer, London, for the Secre-
taryof the ROY AL SOCIETY.
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